
 

 TRANSPORT FOR CAPE TOWN 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT 

 Kyran Wright 

 Site Manager 

 T: 021 444 0315  E:  kyran.wright@capetown.gov.za  

 

 

CONSERVATION WISE 
Conserving Biodiversity for Future Generations 

 

QUARTERLY REPORT OF THE MILNERTON RACECOURSE 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

APRIL – JUNE 2017 

    
Left to right: Nyalandtia spinosa, Hermania procumbens subsp. procumbens and Dira clytus instar 

 

Above: Table Bay Nature Reserve staff and students assist in restoration work 

Funded by the Royal Ascot Master 

Property Owners’ Association 

(RAMPOA) in partnership with the 

City of Cape Town and the Cape 

Town Environmental Education Trust 

(CTEET).  
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 A fresh start, veld to be rehabilitated 

Earthworks and replanting activities for the racecourse track 

re-alignment commenced in May in the Southern Area of the 

Reserve. The re-alignment of the racectrack was approved 

through an amended Record of Decision for the Environmental 

Authorisation of the Royal Ascot Development. 

The approved realignment plan for the racetrack meant that a 

small portion of natural vegetation would be lost in the 

southern-most tip of the Nature Reserve. To compensate for this 

loss, the horse racing company had to donate a larger 

adjacent land parcel to the Nature Reserve in a land swap 

agreement. This land was previously used for horse training and 

had several lunging rings established on it. 

In terms of the Environmental Authorisation, the piece of land 

that was donated to the Nature Reserve must be restored 

back to natural vegetation and temporarily fenced off by the 

horse racing company. The fencing is meant to protect the 

newly establishing plants from excessive browsing by grysbok. 

The Lost Site of the Nature Reserve was cleared of all natural 

vegetation and the topsoil was stripped off. The topsoil 

contains the indigineous seed bank.  

The plant material was chipped and used as mulch in some of 

the sandier areas of the Restoration Area to prevent erosion 

and help new growth. The topsoil was moved into the areas 

where the lunging rings and gravel tracks were excavated, 

and it was levelled to mimic the natural topography. 

Bulbs that were previously rescued from the Lost Site were 

replanted in the Restoration Area. The restoration is expected 

to be successful since many new plants are starting to emerge.  

All heavy earthworks were completed before the winter rains, 

which allowed the soil to settle and encourage new growth 

from the transplanted seed bank. The Restoration Area will be 

closely monitored to assess its recovery. An ecological burn is 

planned for 2018 and a variety of seeds and cuttings will be 

sown and planted to assist the regrowth of climax species. 

Right: An excavator removes laterite from tracks within the restoration area 

(top), a truck deposits natural topsoil into the excavated tracks (centre), and 

an excavator levels and spreads the piled topsoil (bottom). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Above: Levelled topsoil fills the old excavated tracks (left), nature conservation student Waseem Parker helps plant a Watsonia bulb 

(centre), and a Cape dune mole-rat burrows under the restoration site, aerating the soil whilst new growth begins to emerge (right). 
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The buck stops here! 

Two drive count surveys were conducted in June to determine the population size of Cape Grysbok within the 

Reserve. Fauna experts believe that the Milnerton Racecourse is overpopulated with grysbok. Their over-

browsing and rapid population growth, combined with the recent drought, means that the veld condition is 

suffering. Several anterlope have tried to escape the reserve in search of higher quality browsing opportunites. 

The over-browsing impact of the antelope is clearly visible on the plants throughout the reserve. 

The count results indicate a conservative estimated population of 33 individuals, which is 27 more than 

recommended carrying capacity of six. The City’s Biodiversity Branch will be relocating a large proportion of 

these animals to other nature reserves within the next quarter.  The sex ratio of the poplutaiton is also skewed 

with twice as many females as males, which is likely due to territorial males pushing others out as they 

compete for resources and mates. 

  

Above: Students and staff participate in a drive count survey in the Southern Area 

 

Fungi: Friend or foe? 

A light blue filamentous fungus was discovered to be growing on 

Aspalathus hispida subs. hispida (Purpleback capegorse) plants within 

the Reserve.  

The fungus presents itself on the tips of branches as pale blue and web-

like growths. The affected plants are in poor health which could either be 

due to the ongoing drought or negative impacts of the fungus. 

In order to identify and learn more about this fungus and its interactions, 

specimens were examined under a digital microscope. Pictures have 

been sent to experts in the field and uploaded on iSpot in order to guide 

management action in this regard. 

Of great interest was the abundance of numerous Psocopterans (an 

order of insects which includes booklice) nestled within and feeding on 

the fungus.  

Many species of Psocopterans feed on fungi so it was not surprising to 

find them on these plants. These insects are however poorly described in 

the Fynbos biome.  

Given that the fungus is only presenting on a single species of plant, it will 

be interesting to determine whether this is a parasitic or mutualistic 

relationship or whether there is a species-specific interaction occurring 

between the three species (plant, insect and fungus).  

Local populations of Aspalathus hispida subs. hispida will be examined for 

evidence of the same interactions. Other plants, especially other 

Aspalathus species in the Reserve (including two red-list species) will be 

monitored closely for signs of contamination. A possible research 

opportunity exists in this matter. 

 

Right: Aspalathus hispida subsp. hispida with fungi present (top), a psocopsid nestled in 

amongst the leaves and fungi (middle) and an unidentified psocopteran species (bottom) 
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After dark exploration 

A nocturnal survey was undertaken in the 

Northern and Southern Areas of Milnerton 

Racecourse on 5 June 2017.  

One CPUT student, one CTEET intern, two 

UNISA students and three members of the 

public attended the event.  

Five adult and 13 juvenile Cape dwarf 

chameleons were counted, as well as eight 

Cape grysbok individuals and two Clicking 

stream frogs. 

Right: A Cape Dwarf Chameleon observed during the 

survey, and students and volunteers who participated 

in the survey (far right).   

 

Upcoming events 

The Milnerton Racecourse Annual Spring 

walks will be held from 11-17 September 

2017. Secure you spot by booking now to 

experience a guided walk through the 

unique and globally significant fynbos in the 

reserve.  

A total of 212 rare plant types have been 

recorded in the reserve to date.  During the 

walk, visitors will be exposed to the Southern 

Area of the reserve, which is normally 

closed off to the public.  

Please make bookings in advance by 

contacting the Site Manager at 

Kyran.Wright@capetown.gov.za.   

Right: A group from last year’s Spring Walks and a few 

of the wonderful flowers sighted (left to right), Gladiolus 

carinatus, Romulea hirsute and Manulea rubra.   

 

       

 

 

 

Planning up to date for next financial year 

The Annual Plan of Operation for the period July 2017 to June 2018 was updated and reviewed by the 

Environmental Management Committee of Royal Ascot on 30 June 2017.  

The APO is updated annually to provide an outline for the implementation of the Environmental Management 

System (EMS) of Milnerton Racecourse on a calendar timeline.   

The APO of Milnerton Racecourse consists of the following sections: Invasive vegetation management, Fire 

management, Research, Infrastructure, Fauna management, Biophysical management, Environmental 

education and outreach, Reviews and meetings as well as budgeting of funds and manpower. This year a 

“Rehabilitation” section was added in light of the restoration project which commenced in May. 

The document provides a timing guideline for management tasks and projects as well as indicating budget 

allocations for each task to be carried out. The system is also used to track progress against objectives as 

outlined in the EMS. 
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